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SUMMARY 
 

Romanian Grey Steppe Cattle is a very old local cattle breed very well adapted to harsh environment 
and very resistant to diseases. The breed was selected directly from Bos primigenius (so called bour in 
Romanian). The presence of Bos primigenius and their domesticated relatives, living in this area, is proven 
also by the documents from the 14-15 centuries. The head of the bour was the symbol marked on the flag of 
the Moldavian region, in the time of Stefan the Great. There were many varieties of this breed, spread all over 
Romanian regions and neighbouring countries, before the Second World War. At that time they were used 
as traction animals, the meat of the bulls being much appreciated on the European market. After the war, the 
breed was condemned in Romania to disappearance (1) due to absorption with European breeds, more 
appropriate for milk and meat production. The Transylvanian variety was the tallest and heavier of all, with 
long horns. This variety is now extinct in this area, but it contributed to the formation of Hungarian Grey 
Steppe Cattle. The Dobrogea variety was spread mostly in the Danube Delta. It was the smallest variety from 
Romania and with shorter horns, very well adapted to the harsh conditions. There are a few individuals left 
from this variety in the Danube Delta. The Moldavian variety was the most spread and typical from all 
varieties with a medium sized horns and medium weight. There are just a few pure breed individuals left in 
Romania, belonging to the Moldavian variety, six of them (bought in September 2006): 3 cows, 2 bulls and 1 
calf are in our University property (Picture 1 a, b, c). Using the embryo transfer technology (in vitro and in vivo 
embryo production and cloning) (2), our goals are:to obtain a bigger population and to make a bank of 
embryos,sperm and fibroblasts, to avoid the extinction of this valuable breed. Our intention is to create a 
natural reserve in order to breed them in free conditions (or with minimum human intervention), due to the 
rusticity and adaptability of the breed. Being a part of our national history we think that saving this breed 
from extinction is in our benefit and in the benefit of the international genetic heritage.  
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