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ABSTRACT
Introduction: Aleurocanthus spiniferus (Quaintance) is one further alien invasive pest that have been invading 

the south of Italy. From the EPPO first report of the presence of A. spiniferus, in April 2008, Puglia was invaded 
northward by this polyphagous whitefly and new territories were infested more or less severely.Aims: This poster 
refers about recently occupied areas detailing local and urban outbreaks and population density per host plant 
species. Materials and Methods: We use direct observation on the field and digital camera-equipped stereoscope 
and Cryo-SEM on the laboratory for data confirmation and imaging. Results: We detail the invaded areas, confirming 
the spreading of this pest in almost all the Puglia region. Conclusions: The overall ecological preferences and 
behaviour of the pest are depicted in view of its control in urban areas.
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INTRODUCTION
Aleurocanthus spiniferus (Quaintance) is one 

further alien invasive pest that have been invading 
the south of Italy. From the EPPO first report of the 
presence of A. spiniferus, in April 2008, Puglia was 
invaded northward by this polyphagous whitefly 
and new territories were infested more or less 
severely.

AIMS
This poster refers about recently occupied 

areas detailing local and urban outbreaks and 
population density per host plant species.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
We use direct observation on the field and 

digital camera-equipped stereoscope and Cryo-

SEM on the laboratory for data confirmation and 
imaging.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
We detail the invaded areas, confirming the 

spreading of this pest in almost all the Puglia 
region.By the end of 2009 OSW infested 68 of 
the 97 municipalities of Lecce district but the 
intensity of its infestation varied. In 2010 the pest 
infested 88 municipalities, except Diso, Guagnano, 
Melendugno, Novoli, Salice Salentino, Squinzano, 
Trepuzzi, Uggiano la Chiesa and Veglie. In 2011 
OSW started to spread into the villages from the 
Adriatic coast and apparently Melendugno and 
Diso were not infested by it. In 2011 A. spiniferus 
was found on a Citrus limon in a private garden 
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from San Pancrazio Salentino, a village in the 
Brindisi district.

CONCLUSIONS
The overall ecological preferences and 

behaviour of the pest are depicted in view of its 
control in urban areas.
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